CHAPTER 4
' The Clown of Three Continents9
Battles on the Western Front
Captain von Papen returned to Germany in the early
days of January 1916. He first went to Berlin with the
object not only of presenting an accurate account of his
efforts in America but also of protesting energetically to his
Government against the treatment which had been accorded
him at FalmoutL Unfortunately there are no accurate or
reliable reports regarding Papen's interviews with his
superiors. But it was divulged that he was extraordinarily
irritated and angered at not receiving from them the recog-
nition and praise which he believed he richly merited.
Indeed, when he insisted that reprisals should be taken
against the British on account of their confiscation of his
papers, he even had to swallow the extremely unpleasant
retort that it would have been better if he had never given
them the chance of making such a haul. He was given
clearly to understand that the German Government was not
in a position, and desired still less, to take any steps con-
cerning the results of his imprudence. And thus instead
of an assurance of stiff counter-measures against the British,
all he received was a very sharply worded rebuke for his
own conduct.
Feeling extremely insulted and injured, he asked for a
period of furlough in which to rest on his laurels. But the
German Government had no mind to grant it to him. At
that time martial law prevailed in Germany* It was not
evident that Papen's post in America had been so full of
worry and overwork as to warrant special leave. His
request to return to his former hereditary regiment was not
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